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Bright Swords 
(World Premiere) 

LA WEEKLEY 

Richard Creese's new play about the Englishman William-Henry Ireland, having its world premiere in a 
production by Independent Shakespeare Company, studies a man who, when a boy, had schoolmasters 
who tried to persuade his father to withdraw him from school on account of him being so stupid. In 
Creese's account, a one-man confession by Ireland as performed by David Melville and directed by 
Jeffrey Wienckowski, Ireland was desperate to please his father -- a collector of artifacts and a 
Shakespeare enthusiast. He was so desperate that, at the age of 18, he concocted the technical means to 
forge documents, testimonials, letters to Queen Elizabeth and Anne Hathaway including a lock of 
Shakespeare's hair, and even play scripts penned in the Bard's hand. Melville's Ireland opens the play 
speaking amiably to the audience but as though testifying at his own trial, arguing that he never killed 
anybody, he never deceived a woman or a child. His crimes were literary, and his assault was on 
something we call authenticity. Ireland was so fearless a fraud, he "discovered" a "lost" play by 
Shakespeare named Vortigern and Rowena, and aimed to get it produced -- under Shakespeare's name, 
of course -- just to see if his own play could pass for one of Shakespeare's. Melville has an almost 
preternatural gift for wry understatement and comic timing. The story, thanks to the blend of play and 
actor, is brutally funny and brutally sad, summoning eternal questions about the distinction between 
what we know, and what we think we know. (Steven Leigh Morris) 

HUFFINGTON POST 

"All I can say is WOW when thinking about Ryan Vincent Anderson in 
the tour de force, one man historical play, Bright Swords. A Geffen or 
Mark Taper worthy-drama, Bright Swords tells the epic story of Ira 
Aldridge, an African American actor who fled New York in 1825 to 
become a star on the European stage in London and helped changed the 
tide of slavery in the British Empire. Written by Ric Creese and directed 
by Jeff Wienckowski, this was Anderson's Fringe debut - and oh what a 
debut it was. A solid hour of weaving through decades of Aldrich's life 
in song and story without breaking a sweat or missing a beat. The most 

affecting drama at Fringe. (Xaque Gruber) 

 



Much Ado About Nothing 

LA TIMES 

A Spirited Post War Much Ado in Griffith Park 

A skirmish of wit attends “Much Ado About Nothing” in Griffith Park, and it proves a notable argument. 
Independent Shakespeare Company concludes its summer season with an agreeably quirky, riotously funny 
take on the Bard’s evergreen romantic comedy. 

With a well-judged update to the end of World War II, director Jeffrey Wienckowski dives into the milieu, 
as an upstage radio blares a "News On the March" announcement of the victorious Don Pedro’s brigade 
returning to Messina (Chris Porter’s sound design, here big band, there Italian opera, and Amanda Lee's 
period costumes are assets throughout).  

The subsequent tableau vivant to “Begin the Beguine” identifies the characters with economy, and suits the 
themes of gender politics and deception that permeate the work.  

Company co-founders and real-life spouses Melissa Chalsma and David Melville make memorable 
mincemeat out of Beatrice and Benedick, perhaps Shakespeare’s most delightful squabbling soul mates 
unaware. Both display keen comic chops and spontaneity in the asides and ad-libs -- their twin appearances 
from the audience while eavesdropping on their coevals’ ruses are priceless -- without sacrificing nuance. 
Surrounding them is an appealing, gratifyingly diverse ensemble, occasionally over-broad but clearly having 
a grand time. Erwin Tuazon’s Claudio and Danny Brown’s Hero are youthfully charming, Napoleon 
Tavale’s Don Pedro appreciably understated, Danny Campbell’s Leonato and Joseph Culliton’s Antonio 
agreeably old-school. 

As villainous Don John, William Elsman infuses his menace with drollery; Richard Azurdia and Xavi 
Moreno are vivid as his henchman; and so forth, with André Martin’s word-mangling Dogberry and Thomas 
Ehas’ deadpan Verges approaching “Carry On” film territory. 

Purists may bemoan the liberties taken, parents should be aware of mild lewdness, and the melodramatic 
histrionics at Hero’s wedding risk overkill. But the spirit of the piece is acute; at the reviewed performance, 
when Beatrice and Benedick finally embraced, the crowd roared its approval as one person. Grab a sweater, 
pack a picnic and go. (David C. Nichols) 


